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Dr. James E. Hansen

James E. Hansen is Director of NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space
Studies (GISS) in New York City and an Adjunct Professor in Earth and
Environmental Sciences at Columbia University. His research interests
include radiative transfer in planetary atmospheres, development of
global climate models, and analysis of climate change, current climate
trends, and projections of human impact on climate.

Dr. Hansen received his B.A. in Physics and Mathematics in 1963,
his M.S. in Astronomy in 1965 and his Ph.D. in Physics in 1967, all from
the University of lowa. At Iowa, in the space science program of James
Van Allen, he developed a global view, possibly from the first scientific
satellite observations of Earth with Explorer 1. Following graduation,
he was an NAS-NRC Resident Research Associate at GISS (1967-1969),
NSF Postdoctoral Fellow at Leiden Observatory, Netherlands (1969),
and a Research Associate at Columbia University (1969-1972). He
joined GISS as a Space Scientist and Manager of the Planetary and
Climate Programs and became the Director in 1981.

The scope of his research is reflected in his many awards for re-
search achievement, including NASA Group Achievement Awards
(Voyager-photopolarimeter; Galileo-polarimeter/radiometer) and
the NASA exceptional Service Medal (radiative transfer). He has twice
received the NASA Presidential Rank Award of Meritorious Executive
(1990, 1997). Dr. Hanson is a member of the National Academy of
Sciences and has received the John Heinz Environment Award (2001),
the American Geophysical Union's Roger Revelle Medal (2001), the
Dan David Prize (2007), and the Leo Szilard Lectureship Award from
the American Physical Society (2007). He was designated by Time
Magazine as one of the 100 most influential people in 2006.

Dr. Hansen is known for his investigation of climate sensitivity to
both natural and human influences, his development of GISS into one
of the top climate research laboratories, his work in science education
(Washington staffers, graduate students, and public school teachers
and students), his testimony on climate change to congressional
committees in the 1980s that helped raise broad awareness of the
global warming issue, and his development of an alternative scenario
for greenhouse warming that could control climate change. We
welcome James Hansen who has been described as “an original,
inventive and outspoken scientist ... thrust into the limelight of our
national debate over climate change,” as our Bownocker Lecturer and
Medalist for 2008.

TECHNICAL LECTURE

“How ‘Sensitive’ is the Earth’s Climate? Uh, oh.”

Thursday, May 1, 2008
4:00 P.M.
Room 100 Mendenhall Laboratory
125 S. Oval Mall
Columbus, Ohio
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GENERAL LECTURE

“Climate Tipping Points: The Threat to the Planet”

Thursday, May 1, 2008
7:00 P.M.

Fawcett Center Auditorium
2400 Olentangy River Rd.
http://www.fawcettcenter.com/
Columbus, Ohio

The Bownocker Lectures are made possible by a bequest to
The Ohio State University from John Adams Bownocker
(1865-1928), Professor and Chairman of the Department of
Geology and State Geologist of Ohio. This year’s seminars are
co-sponsored by the Climate, Water, and Carbon Program.

These lectures are free and open to the public.




